to the authors: Jeanne Miranda, Naihua Duan, Cathy Sherbourne, Michael Schoenbaum, Isabel Lagomasino, Maga Jackson-Triche, and Kenneth B. Wells. This article is a beautiful blend of being a first-rate presentation, using rigorous methods to evaluate a quality improvement approach, and enhancing the policy-implications with a focus on mental health and underrepresented minorities.
Promoting The Translation of Research to Policy: The Roundtable Reports
For the past several years, Health Services Research had published a special issue or special section in memory of Alice Hersh. That mechanism was designed to allow us to ''fast track'' manuscripts presented at the Annual Meeting of the AcademyHealth. Our goal was to get exciting new work out to the field in less than a year, often resorting to electronic-only publication to be able to keep this promise. With the reduction in our backlog, we are now able to schedule manuscripts for publication close to the time of acceptance and have opted to improve our regular review process to meet this timeliness goal for all our manuscripts.
In this issue we present a new feature that we hope will substitute a different goal than timeliness to honor Alice Hersh. In keeping with Alice's passion for having exciting annual meetings that helped bring together the best of research and exploring its relevance to policy, we are presenting selected Roundtables from the meeting. Roundtables often include a mix of outstanding researchers and policy analysts, focusing on topics of great importance. Their informal, collective, and sometime controversial nature, however, makes it difficult to obtain manuscripts from presenters. Thus, we are grateful that AcademyHealth has offered the services of some senior staff to attend selected Policy Roundtable sessions, tape the proceedings, and prepare summaries.
In this issue, we initiate the publication of selected policy roundtable reports, based on the 2003 Annual Meeting of AcademyHealth, in memory of Alice Hersh. Christina Folz prepared the summary of the panel discussion organized by Sherry Glied on Translating Health Insurance Studies into Policy Proposals. Hollis Hope prepared the summary of the discussion on Working Conditions of the Nursing Workforce. In each case, the summaries were reviewed by the presenters and the Co-Editors. We look forward to hearing your comments on these new features.
Ann Barry Flood
Harold S. Luft Co-Editors
